110                   KING CHARLES I
" the conditions may be such as a gentleman may own and that the rebels may acknowledge me as King; being not without hope that I shall be able so to draw either the Presbyterians or Independents to side with me for extirpating the one or the other that I shall be really King again.? This hope was, for the moment, unfulfilled, and he turned in despair to the Scottish leaders, who had made some vague unwritten promises of support.   Charles was in no condition to be particular about details, as the rebel army was approaching Oxford.  On April 27 he set out in disguise, with only two attendants, in the direction of London, but at Slough he turned northwards, and on May 6 he reached Southwell, near which town the Scottish army was encamped.   Their promised aid for the King vanished on closer acquaintance.   It became clear that unless he signed the Covenant and gave his consent to the establishment of Presbyterianism in England and Scotland he would be kept a prisoner indefinitely. The day after his arrival their army marched off to Newcastle, taking their valuable hostage with them.  The fatal round had begun between the different forces struggling for power in the England of 1646.